Where We Are

Noia is a small fish-
ing town tucked in
the rolling green
coast of NW Spain.
The sea breezes
bring in cold rain
and dense fog. Very
akin to London or

Vancouver. Terra-
cotta roofs and white
granite houses

speckle the country-
side. Both quaint
and lovely, the land-
scape can be de-
ceiving. The people
of Galicia (gah-lee-
thee-ah) are no
strangers to heart-

ache, toil, and suffer-
ing. Considered the backwoods of Spain, this province
has always born the painful stigma of being “the dogs
of Spain”. In the wake of WWII the allied forces cut off
trade with Spain in punishement for Franco’s passive
support of Hitler. Thus began “The Hungry Years’,
when the world turned it's back on Spain and Spain
turned it's back on Galicia. Everyone had to fend for
themselves, go to desperate lengths to simply survive.
The traditional economy base in fishing that took the
fathers away for % of the year left the women to take
desperate measures to get barely enough to eat.
Wading into the freezing Atlantic inlets in their only
dresses to hand pick clams, the only free source of
protein. When the men returned from sea, often profit
would be squandered in alcohol, gambling and other
lucrative ventures. Alcoholism, abuse, incest and even
worse were, and still are, tragically common. Death in
families was the norm, and hence this “End of the
Earth” for the Old World is aptly nhamed ‘La Costa de
Muerte’.

What We Are Doing

We have come alongside
Jim & Martha Towner, Bethany
Missionaries who have been in
Spain over 20 years. They have
been pastoring at ‘Iglesia Evan-
gelica de Noia’; the only evan-
gelical church in this coastal
inlet. (1 church for over 50 000
people). This Spanish Assem-
blies of God church has 30-40
devoted Christians; many are
new, coming out of devastating
personal backgrounds. Hearing

It is our honor to be welcomed so
warmly by these dear people. The
love communicates
any of us can
say...because none of us can say
After 2 months in Spain
we are steadily learning how to
speak Spanish...but we are at the
kindergarden level yet.

language of
more than

much yet!

We're only here for 9 months so we
want to focus on supporting Jim &
Martha in what they are already do-
ing..."church” really boils down to RE-
LATIONSHIPS. Building up people so
they are rooted and established in
God’'s Love is FOUNDATIONAL no
matter what culture you are in. So we
are developing relationships, learning
about the people, their cultural ways,
and offering our time and talents in
practical ways (children’s ministry,

social rehab program, outreach programs, etc).

FLEXIBLE is the key word for us
to live by. Each day holds some-
thing new. Our brains get a bit
fried with the psychological strain
of a new language, but praise
God, we have the ability to learn.
We are learning more than just
language though...deeper realities
like humility, trust, patience,
choosing to bless rather than criti-
cize, praying before venting...and
we have PLENTY of opportunity to
do that as our nerves can get raw
easily with all the strains of living

cross culturally. We'll this is what

we asked for isn’t it? LIVING in another culture teaches us
far more than we could ever learn in the classroom.

their personal stories, what Je-
sus has done to bring hope and healing to their lives,
their families, never ceases to amaze us.
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